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SCAI 2014 Scientific Sessions Founders’ Lecture to Emphasize 
the Next Phase of Innovation in Interventional Cardiology

Dr. Martin Leon to Discuss Leading the Way to Better Patient Care  
Las Vegas, Nev. (May 29, 2014) — Interventional cardiology stands at a pivotal moment in its relatively brief yet impactful history, poised to adopt and apply new technologies and treatments that will affect the care of many patients with cardiovascular disease. In today’s SCAI 2014 Scientific Sessions Founders’ Lecture, Martin Leon, M.D., FSCAI, will discuss today’s dynamic environment and the unique opportunities and challenges ahead for the specialty.
“We’ve seen a very dramatic evolution of interventional cardiology from the fledgling angioplasty procedure to a major subspecialty that has transformed not just cardiology but all of medicine,” said Dr. Leon. “We must continue to be bold and innovative, to follow clinical needs, to apply the concepts of evidence-based medicine and multidisciplinary heart teams and proper education, so that we can continue to provide better care and improved outcomes for patients.”

Dr. Leon will discuss the future of the profession, including the routine use of bioresorbable stents that dissolve over time, replacement heart valves engineered from a patient’s own tissues, 3D bioprinters that model heart structures and generate new interventional devices as well as flexible electronics that enable novel sensors to be mounted on the tip of a heart catheter. 

The Founders’ Lecture will also explore the continued evolution of the clinical role of interventional cardiologists. Once viewed as skilled proceduralists focused on treating diseased arteries, today multidisciplinary heart teams have broadened the concept of catheter-based treatment to target other forms of cardiovascular disease. For example, in heart failure, the implantation of micro-pumps that assist the failing heart to circulate blood, as well as novel devices that help balance pressures in the heart or improve the geometry of the heart so that it is a more effective pump are among the innovative tools currently being explored by interventional cardiologists.
Dr. Leon is a professor of medicine and directs the cardiac catheterization laboratory and the Center for Interventional Vascular Therapy at Columbia University in New York City. He is also founder of the Cardiovascular Research Foundation. Long considered a visionary, he pioneered some of the most important and innovative developments in interventional cardiology, from drug-eluting stents to minimally invasive techniques to repair or replace diseased heart valves. He has also been a driving force behind interventional cardiology’s leadership in the use of clinical trials and evidence-based medicine to guide clinical decision-making. 

“Our field is still young. At nearly forty years old, we’ve come so far in saving lives and restoring quality of life for heart disease patients, but we must continue to evolve and grow,” said Dr. Leon. “This is an exciting time to work in interventional cardiology. We have so much more to do to bring new and better treatments to the patients we serve.”
Dr. Leon will present the Founders’ Lecture on Thursday, May 29, 2014, from 11:30 a.m. to noon (Pacific Time). 
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The Society for Cardiovascular Angiography and Interventions is a 4,000-member professional organization representing invasive and interventional cardiologists in approximately 70 nations. SCAI's mission is to promote excellence in invasive/interventional cardiovascular medicine through physician education and representation, and advancement of quality standards to enhance patient care. SCAI's public education program, Seconds Count, offers comprehensive information about cardiovascular disease. For more information about SCAI and Seconds Count, visit www.SCAI.org or www.SecondsCount.org. Follow @SCAI and @SCAINews on Twitter for the latest heart health news, and use #SCAI2014 to join the annual meeting conversation.  

